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Since its founding in 1978 by the Wind Band Association of Baden-Wiirttemberg,
the Baden-Wirttemberg Wind Orchestra (LBO) has presented itself as one of the
most successful symphonic wind bands in Germany.

Their repertoire includes original compositions as well as transcriptions of classical
works. Premieres of new works and performances in chamber music ensembles are
also frequent elements of their program.

On four intensive weekends each year the band rehearses its upcoming concert
program. Because of its high musical standards, the band has become one of the
most sought-after orchestras with its performance opportunities for highly qualified
and dedicated musicians.

The mission of the Baden-Wiirttemberg Wind Orchestra (LBO) is to present original
works for symphonic orchestras in an exemplary fashion and, by doing so,
contributing to the development of this genre. At the same time, it aims to set a
musical example to the many wind orchestras in the region by providing educational
concerts with specially chosen themes.
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The LBO always strives to expand the original literature for symphonic wind
orchestras by commissioning compositions or holding composition competitions.

Numerous international awards, references and CD productions document the
ongoing excellence of the orchestra. Its 85 musicians come primarily from all over
Baden-Wiirttemberg.

In 2005, the LBO won first prize in gold with distinction in the concert class at the
World Music Contest (WMC) in Kerkrade, Netherlands. In the overall ranking, the
Landesblasorchester with its principal conductor Isabelle Ruf-Weber placed fourth.
In 2011, the orchestra won the second International Wind Orchestra Competition at
the Berlin Philharmonic Hall with 99.5 points out of a possible 100.

In July 2015, the Landesblasorchester represented Germany and Europe at the
WASBE World Conference in San Jose, California, making its largest trip since the
orchestra's founding. In May 2016, the LBO placed fourth at the European
Championship (ECWO) for Wind Orchestras in Utrecht, Netherlands. The orchestra
celebrated its greatest success again at the WMC in Kerkrade in July 2017: with 96
points, the LBO was runner-up in the world championships with the highest score
ever achieved by a German orchestra.

Once again, the Baden-Wiirttemberg Wind Orchestra will perform the final concert
of the renowned Innsbruck Promenade Concerts in July 2023 and looks forward to
further participation as Europe's representative at the WASBE Conference in
Gwangiu, South Korea in 2024.

You will find detailled information about the orchestra, its history, concerts and also
a comprehensive list of recordings on their website: www.landesblasorchester.de
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Bjorn Bus

Bjorn Bus was born in 1980 in Brunssum, in the southern part of the Netherlands,
where his musical roots can be found. He began as a percussionist with the
Harmonie Orkest Concordia Treebeek, before later taking up the trombone.

In 2004, Bjorn Bus completed his bachelor’s degree with honors in conducting with
Alex Schillings at the Musikhochschule in Groningen. The same year, he devoted
himself to his studies as a trombonist with Harrie Ries at the music conservatory in
Maastricht. During 2005 and 2006, he studied baroque trombone with Wim Becu at
the Musikhochschule in Aachen. His master’s degree in conducting, likewise with
honors, was completed in 2011 with the internationally renowned conductor Jan
Cober at the conservatory in Maastricht.

However, Bjorn Bus’ education did not end here. He attended a great number of
master classes in conducting, working with well-known artists.

His talent soon began to be noticed and his participation in well-known conducting
competitions brought him additional recognition. In 2005, he placed second at the
EBBA (European Brass Band Association) competition in Groningen.

At the WMC (World Music Contest) in Kerkrade in 2009, he won the bronze baton,
working together with the Marine Band of the Royal Netherlands Navy.

Currently Bjorn Bus conducts the following orchestras: Orchestra of the Dutch
Customs, State Symphonic Wind Orchestra of Baden-Wiirttemberg, Symphonic
Wind Orchestra St. Joseph Sittard and Symphonic Wind Orchestra St. Jozef
Kaalheide — Kerkrade.

He is also a member of the Board of Directors of WASBE (World Association for
Symphonic Bands and Ensembles).

Furthermore Bjorn Bus often
works together with well-known
national and international bands.
He is a sought-after guest
conductor with the Royal
Netherlands Army Band ‘Johan
Willem Friso’, Banda Municipal
Barcelona, Rundfunk
Blasorchester Leipzig and the
Symphonic Wind Band of the
Conservatorium in Maastricht.

He is actively involved in conducting master classes and workshops and is
frequently invited to act as an adjudicator in various competitions.
Bjérn Bus | Conductor - https://www.bjornbus.nl/
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Earthen Echoes Unveiled
Mathias Wehr (*1984) — Germany

“Nothing is as constant as change. All things are in eternal change, in the process
of becoming, their permanence is nothing other than appearance.”
Heraclitus - Philosopher

As we approach the year 2024, countries around the world continue to face
decades of conflict and economic turmoil and the devastating Effects of climate
change. Yes, the world is changing! This raises the question: What does a new
world currently look like for us? The ideas of a perfect world are as diverse as we
humans are. Our inner eye creates the world. It's the same with music. Experience
a brilliant, energetic overture full of different timbres and let us simply listen to the
echoes of our world, of a new world through the ages.

Earthen Echoes Unveiled was commissioned by the Landesblasorchester Baden-
Wiirttemberg and its conductor Bjérn Bus on the occasion of the 20th international
WASBE Conference 2024 in Gwangju-Gyeonggi, Korea
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Danse Satanique
Alexandre Kosmicki (*1978) — France

The French composer Alexandre Kosmicki began his musical education at the Douai
Conservatory, studying the clarinet. He also studied composition, orchestration and
orchestral conducting. In 2001 he continued his studies in Paris at the Conservatoire
National Supérieur de musique de Paris, where he was awarded the City of Paris Prize
for his achievements in musical analysis. He is currently the director of the Marine
Music Corps in Brest. He also continuously receives requests to publish his educational
work.

Deeply connected to French sound aesthetics, he strives to expand the original
repertoire for wind orchestras. He does this with such great success, that his work
“Danse Satanique”, published in 2015, was recently selected as a compulsory piece for
the European Wind Music Championships.

The work begins with the invocation of the dark forces by a single horn. Then this
invocation is taken up by the clarinets in the form of a litany. Here an evil force arises
from the depths, symbolized by the unbridled, disorderly shaking of the orchestra and
by wild glissandi of the trombones.

Very quickly an evil world breaks through and finally culminates in a satanic dance. This
dance represents the kingdom of Satan with its demons, some of which behave
completely uninhibitedly, while another part prepares the arrival of the devil. The
startling appearance of the devil is represented by heavy brass sounds that emphasize
his power. This throws the listener into a sound whirlpool of malicious irony, extreme
sarcasm and disrespect. The last echoes of the invocation theme are washed away by
caustic scorn, which provides evidence that the satanic world has inevitably gained the
upper hand.
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Did you enjoy the concert? Listen to our Wildflowers
program again at home for free. You can find all the
information on the following page:
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www.landesblasorchester.de/korea

Support our Wildflowers Production.
Your kind donations are greatly appreciated!
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José Suier-Oriola (*1964) — Spain

The Spanish composer Jose Suier Oriola was born in Valencia in 1964. He first
studied percussion and music theory and then conducting and composition at the
Valencia Conservatory. In addition to his work as a musician and conductor, he
devoted himself to composition, with which he has already won well-known
competitions, such as the Fennell Special Prize Award at the First Tokyo Kosei
Wind Orchestra Composition Competition. “Images” is a commissioned composition
for the Asociacion y Fundacion Musical Manuel de Falla de lllescas, with which the
orchestra was able to present itself and its Castilian homeland at its appearance at
the World Music Contest 2017 in Kerkrade, Netherlands.

The wonderful programmatic work is presented in one movement and describes
places and sights in the Spanish city of lllescas in five musical images. Although the
composer mainly refers to modern times, the impressive monuments are evidence
of the rich Spanish history, which is also reflected in the music.

Immediately after arrival, visitors are treated to an impressive view of the
monumental Roman city gate, the Arco de Ugena. The path continues past the
traditional oil mill, the Almazara, whose architecture is reminiscent of the Moors'
heyday. Pious chants float up in the light vault of the Iglesia de Santa Maria. Here,
you will find five paintings by the famous Castilian painter El Greco, which he
created between 1603 and 1605 as a commissioned work especially for this church.
The varied tour through the city ends where it began, at the Arco de Ugena.
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Capriccio
Christiaan Janssen (*1974) — Netherlands

The Dutch composer Christiaan Janssen discovered music at a young age. He
deepened his diverse musical skills by studying orchestral conducting and concert
organ at the conservatory in Maastricht. He also began composing during his youth
and his work now includes more than a hundred wind orchestra works, including
numerous commissioned compositions and competition pieces.

The Capriccio is a brilliant work whose roots lie unmistakably in German late
romanticism, particularly that of Richard Strauss. Christiaan Janssen describes his
work as follows:

A Capriccio is a piece of music that is usually quite free in form and lively in
character.

The typical Capriccio is fast, intense and often virtuosic in nature. In painting, a
capriccio is particularly an architectural fantasy that combines buildings,
archaeological finds and other elements of architecture in fictional and often
fantastic contexts, possibly with figures as accessories.

Christiaan Janssen was inspired for his capriccio by the 1758 painting Capriccio of
Rome by the Italian Barogue painter Giovanni Paoclo Pannini (1691-1765).
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Find our music at our CD stand at
WASBE 2024

WASBE 2024 CDRA0{|A X3 242 HotFAR

TRANSITIONE

All CDs: 20,000 KRW
2= CD: 20,000#KRW

Our CD shop:
22[2] CD 7Hl:

www.landesblasorchester.de/cds-und-dvds
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A Brussels Requiem
Bert Appermont (*1973) — Belgium

The Belgian composer Bert Appermont was born in Bilzen in 1973. He studied
composition, orchestral and wind orchestra conducting in Leuven, with Jan
Hadermann and Jan Van der Roost, among others. He then continued his studies of
composition for film, television and musicals at the Bournemouth Media School in
Great Britain. In addition to numerous engagements as a sought-after conductor, he
is a co-founder of a new generation of Belgian composers in the circle of Jan Van
der Roost. Compositional role models such as Philip Sparke and Johan de Meij
inspired him to create numerous compositions in various genres such as musicals,
choral and chamber music as well as works for symphony and wind orchestras.

A Brussels Requiem is a commissioned composition that the Brass Band Upper
Austria premiered in 2017 at the European Brass Band Championships in Ostend.
The work reflects the tragic circumstances of a series of terrorist attacks that shook
the Belgian capital to its core on 22 March 2016, leaving 32 people dead and over
300 injured. In the light of similar attacks that have since taken place in the UK,
Europe and around the world, the work is representative of similar tragedies past
and future.

A Brussels Requiem is presented in four interwoven movements entitled Innocence,
In Cold Blood, In Memoriam — We Shall Rise Again, A New Day.

The work does not describe the attacks themselves, but rather sheds light on how
these acts of violence could have happened, the complex feelings they triggered in
people, some of which stem from sheer fear, but also manifest themselves in
smaller, much more subtle things that can express anxiety in dealing with others:
anger, sadness and bewilderment.

Bert Appermont remembers the innocent victims and dedicates the central section
to their memory, before he puts the passionate thought of hope and the search for a
new era of mutual understanding.

The well-known children's song Au claire de la lune runs like a thread through the
work, initially representing the destroyed innocence but ultimately as a symbol of
possible reconciliation.




A Brussels Requiem
Bert Appermont (*1973) — Belgium
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